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CONFIDENTIAL THE HAGUE 3302 
LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, BEXP, NO, NATO, NL, BE, DA 
SUB J : F-104 AIRCRAFT REPLACEMENT 

1. AT JULY RECEPTION LT. GEN. KNOOP, CHIEF OF STAFF, 

RNLAF, TOLD POLCOUNS HE HAD JUST RECEIVED TELEGRAPHIC 
REPORT FROM DUTCH ELEMENT OF FOUR-NATION AIRCRAFT 
REPLACEMENT SURVEY TEAM PRESENTLY IN US. REPORT, HE 
SAID, CONTAINED A "VERY BIG PLUS" BUT ALSO A "MINUS." 

2. KNOOP SAID TEAM HAD BEEN ADVISED THAT USAF ON 
AUGUST 1 WOULD ASK NORTHROP AND GENERAL DYNAMICS 
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FIGHTERS AND THAT US DECISION TO PURCHASE ONE OR THE 
OTHER WOULD BE MADE BY 1 JANUARY 1975. 

3. TEAM HAD BEEN ADVISED FURTHER THAT USAF WOULD BE 
PROCURRING A SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OF AIRCRAFT, A PORTION 
OF WHICH WOULD BE DEPLOYED TO EUROPE. 

4. KNOOP SAID HE WAS ABSOLUTELY OVERJOYED TO RECEIVE 
ABOVE NEWS. HE THEN SAID THAT THE "MINUS" IN THE REPORT 

HE HAD RECEIVED WAS THAT THERE HAD NOT BEEN A SATISFACTORY 
CO-PRODUCTION PACKAGE PRESENTED TO THE TEAM WHILE THEY WERE 
IN WASHINGTON; HE UNDERSTOOD THAT THIS WAS BECAUSE 
STATE, DEFENSE AND COMMERCE HAD SO FAR BEEN UNABLE TO 
COME UP WITH AN AGREED PROPOSAL. KNOOP SAID THAT FOR 
THE GON-NOT FOR THE NRLAF— THIS MATTER IS CRUCIAL AND 
HE THEREFORE EARNESTLY HOPED THAT WHEN TEAM HAS ITS 
FINAL MEETING WITH US OFFICIALS IN WASHINGTON PRIOR TO 
RETURNING TO EUROPE A SATISFACTORY CO-PRODUCTION PROPOSAL 
WILT. BE FORTHCOMING FROM THE US SIDE. 

GOULD 
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